
If the Prosthesis Comes Out…
Immediately place a 16 French urethral 

catheter into the puncture site 6-8 inches

Tie a knot in the end of the catheter to 
prevent passage of stomach contents 
through the catheter

Tape external end of catheter to skin of chest

Contact SLP or ENT. Give patient 3 sips 
of sterile water. If no leaking around 
catheter than patient is safe to eat and 
drink.

16 Fr fits easily?YES NO
Place smaller catheter 
successively until fits easily 
(14 Fr,  12Fr, 10Fr)

Dilate puncture successively 
up to 16 Fr catheter.

May indicate closure of puncture. 
Contact ENT. SLP support is also 
available at some sites.*

Patient complaints of sharp pains in the 
chest indicates improper placement into 
the tracheoesophageal wall.

NO
Able to 
place 
catheters?

YES

*Refer to NSHSC Sites Providing TEP Services
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